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What Would "There" Look Like  
Teresita Aguilar  
Dean, Graduate Studies, University of New Mexico  
For more than twenty years, Dr. Aguilar has held student-centered academic positions (faculty and administration) in higher 
education. She is currently Dean of Graduate Studies at the University of New Mexico and Professor in the College of Education. 
Prior to this appointment, Dr. Aguilar served as Associate Dean of the College of Education and Integrative Studies at California 
State Polytechnic University. Additionally, she has held an administrative internship as Faculty Associate to the Chancello (to 
former UNL Chancellor Graham Spanier), served as Vice Chair in Curriculum and Instruction, and served as Chair of the 
Graduate Program in Curriculum and Instruction.  
Dr. Aguilar's areas of expertise include academic program coordination and progressive administrative responsibilities with strong 
emphasis on diversity, multicultural and cross-cultural education, and inclusiveness. Between 1982 and 2000, she held faculty 
positions in both undergraduate and graduate education at the University of New Mexico, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
Arizona State University in the academic fields of leisure studies, therapeutic recreation, ethnic studies, and  
multicultural education. She has extensive experience mentoring and advising masters and doctoral students, including co-
authoring publications and co-presenting at national and international meetings. She is involved in professional development 
activities and as an outreach consultant in higher educatio institutions, community-based agencies, and public school systems.  
Dr. Aguilar's scholarly interests include: teacher education/multicultural education, measurements on diversity (e.g. beliefs and 
knowledge about diversity, and ethnic leisure), and understanding race and ethnicity. She participated in the 2002 Bryn Mawr 
Summer Institute for Women in Higher Education. Aguilar is a member of the Consortium for American Indian Graduate 
Education, AAUW, AERA, NACCS, NAME, and Phi Beta Delta. She also serves as a Member of the Board of Directors of the 
Western Association of Graduate Schools.  
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